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LETTERS FROM THE TOP 





★ 

"Thank you for your commitment 
to improving the safety of our 
city and working to reduce crime 
in our neighborhoods." 

★ 


Message from the Mayor 

Each year, through the National Night Out campaign, citizens in our community 
have an opportunity to join with law enforcement to communicate a positive message 
about police-community partnerships. This year's 25th annual National Night Out was 
no exception. Thanks to the efforts of the Tampa Police Department, our city's event 
was a great success. 

I was fortunate to be able to stop by an event in each of the police districts where 
I witnessed the strong partnership Tampa's police officers have formed with our 
residents. The on-going efforts with the Neighborhood Crime Watch organizations and 
your dedication to making this city safer through community policing were apparent. 
Thank you for your commitment to improving the safety of our city and working to 
reduce crime in our neighborhoods. 


Sincerely, 

/L 

Pam lorio 



★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


★ ★ 



★ 

"By working closely with 
neighborhood watch 
groups and members of 
our community, we have 
set a crime reduction trend 
that beats state and 
national averages." 


Message from the Chief 

The tremendous turnout at the 25th Anniversary of National Night Out is evidence 
of the great working relationships between our officers and the citizens of our city. 

We depend on that partnership and the proactive work of officers on a daily basis 
to prevent crime and solve cases in our neighborhoods. I want to thank our residents 
for their increased attendance to neighborhood watch meetings and the growing citizen 
crime patrols. By working closely with neighborhood watch groups and members of our 
community, we have set a crime reduction trend that beats state and national averages. 
We all have Mayor Pam lorio to thank for her support and for providing the police 
department with the resources needed to make Tampa a safer city. 

Be Safe, 




A 


Chief Steve Hogue 


i 

je I 


★ 

The Mission of the Tampa Police Department is to Reduce Crime and Enhance 
the Quality of Life Through a Cooperative Partnership with all Citizens. 
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Photo by Jeff and Julia Dickie 



The Tampa Police Department has a new tool to 
help solve crime. Our new My Space account will 
reach out to the younger generation who might not 
see a suspect's picture on the news. Since today's 
youth is obsessed with MySpace, it's the perfect outlet 
for our unsolved crimes. 185-million people use this 
site network. With MySpace's success, it makes sense 
to use it for police work. In fact, the Chicago Police 
Department solved a homicide by posting surveillance 
video on MySpace. 

The Public Information Office launched the site in 
July, but Chief Hogue hand picked Robbery Detective 


Gary Balkcom to oversee the site. He is already doing 
a great job ensuring video and case details are posted 
on the page regularly. 

With an age range from 14-34, there is no better 
way to reach our community's younger members. This 
is a way for kids to send in a crime tip anonymously. 

School Resource Officers are distributing flyers to 
middle and high school students to get the word out 
about TPD's new My Space Page. A tip from a student 
may help solve a crime. 

To post a video or if you have ideas to improve 
the page, contact Detective Gary Balkcom. 


Visit TPD's MySpace page at 
v/ v/ v/.ifiVs pace.com/tampapoiice • 
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Leader in Crime Reduction Retires 

- By Laura McElroy 

As the Major over District 1, Mike George and his team led the depart¬ 
ment in crime reduction for four years. They made a science of analyzing crime 
trends, devising a daily plan of attack and then deploying the resources accord¬ 
ingly. That resulted in a 42% reduction in crime in District 1 over those four 
years. He brought that same high level of focus to his position as Assistant 
Chief. During his tenure, Assistant Chief George merged the Administrative 
Division with Special Operations to form the Special Support Division. This 
move helped streamline the department without effecting the level of service 
to citizens. Assistant Chief George was known for treating the city's money like 
his own and he never spent a dime that wasn't necessary! 

When Assistant Chief Mike George retired, he still held the department 
record for busting the largest smuggling operation. He was the lead investigator 
in the 1986 case that confiscated 4,500 pounds of high-grade marijuana and 
arrested 15 people. The drugs came into the U.S. from Jamaica on a sailboat. 

Now, he's sailing off into the sunset after 29 years of distinguished service! 
Chief, you'll be missed by your TPD family. 



Marc Hamlin Promoted To Major 

- By Laura McElroy 

Chief Hogue promoted Marc Hamlin to the rank of Major. In June, he 
took over the command of the Special Support Division. 

The 18-year veteran has served in all three patrol districts, the Criminal 
Investigations Division and the Special Operations Division. He spent more 
than seven years as a Detective and Sergeant in undercover units of the 
Narcotics Bureau and the Street Anti-Crime Squad. 

As a Captain of District 3, Hamlin was the commander of the sector that 
included Downtown and Ybor City. During his command, crime decreased 
29.7% in Ybor City. Major Hamlin worked very closely with the Ybor City 
Development Corporation, the Downtown Partnership and the Homeless 
Coalition of Hillsborough County. He has also been a trustee on the City 
of Tampa Fire and Police Pension Fund since 1999 and was Chairman of 
the Board for four years. 

In addition to overseeing the newly created SSD, Major Hamlin is also 
the commander of game day operations at Raymond James Stadium. He 
is heavily involved in the planning of Super Bowl XLIII. 

Major Hamlin is a native of Queens, NY. He holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Criminal Justice from Marist College in Poughkeepsie, NY and a 
Master's Degree in Public Administration from Troy State University. Major 
Hamlin is also a graduate of the Southern Police Institute, where he was a 
Dean Scholar Award winner and President of the 106th Administrative 
Officers Course. 
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Bob Guidara Named New Assistant Chief 

- By Laura McElroy 

Chief Hogue has appointed Bob Guidara to Assistant Chief of Police over 
Investigations and Support. During his 30-year career, Guidara has worked in all 
facets of the police department, demonstrating his leadership ability in all three 
patrol districts, Special Operations and the Administrative Division. He was also a 
Commander of the nationally acclaimed street level narcotics unit known as QUAD. 

Since December 2005, Major Guidara commanded District 3, which encom¬ 
passes East Tampa, Ybor City, Channelside and Downtown Tampa. Under his 
direction, District 3 realized a 25.5% reduction in crime. In 2008, District 3 crime 
is down 17.2%. Assistant Chief Guidara introduced innovative programs to monitor 
both juvenile and adult habitual offenders, which many believe is a critical strategy 
in the crime reduction equation. 

Mayor Pam lorio selected Bob Guidara to serve as the interim Public Informa¬ 
tion Officer in 2003 after he successfully launched 'Operation Commitment'; a 
program aimed at reducing crime to further the Mayor's goal of revitalizing east 
Tampa. Assistant Chief Guidara has earned a reputation during his career as an 
innovative troubleshooter who can be depended upon to bring a fresh perspective 
to old challenges. 

Assistant Chief Guidara is a University of Tampa graduate with a Masters in 
Public Administration from Golden Gate University. He is also an honor graduate 
of the Southern Policing Institute. Bob Guidara brings to the assignment of Assis¬ 
tant Chief, a wealth of experience, innovative policing style, strong work ethic and 
a commitment to provide the best level of service possible to our community. 



Roosevelt "Rocky" Ratliff Named New Captain 

- By Laura McElroy 

Roosevelt "Rocky" Ratliff pinned on the Captain's badge in June of this year. 
As the commander over Sector E, Captain Ratliff is bringing new ideas and lead¬ 
ership to east Tampa. During his 19-year career with the Tampa Police Depart¬ 
ment, Captain Ratliff has served in all three patrol districts. He has also worked 
as a Field Training Officer, Firehouse Cop as well as serving in Crime Prevention. 
As a Lieutenant in District 1, Ratliff helped reduce crime in west and south 
Tampa by 42% since 2004. He excelled as a police liaison to the media and 
incident commander for the Riverfront Park initiative. Captain Ratliff currently 
serves on the Mayor's African American Advisory Committee. As a Tampa Police 
Department Recruiter, he is passionate about finding strong candidates to join 
the force. He is also a certified Crime Prevention Practitioner. 

Ratliff is a native Floridian. He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Criminology from St. Leo University and is a graduate of the prestigious Southern 
Police Institute. 
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Investigation Dismantles Two Major Drug Trafficking Organizations 

Four Distribution Cells also Busted 


- By Laura McElroy 



Grow House 




When citizens complained about ongoing drug 
sales in two neighborhoods, TPD responded 
with a massive investigation that put drug 
suppliers, distributors and buyers behind bars. 

The operation focused on North Boulevard Homes 
and the area around Hillsborough Avenue and 34th Street. 
Detectives quickly learned the drug sales in those two areas 
were backed by the same supplier and thus launched the 
five-month long investigation involving the DEA, ICE, HTDTA, 
Hillsborough County Sheriffs Office, Pasco County Sheriff's 
Office, Plant City Police Department, Lee County Sheriff's 
Office and the Hillsborough County State Attorney's Office. 
The multi-agency operation dismantled two drug trafficking 
organizations and four distribution cells that stretched out 
across the Tampa Bay Region. 

In the end, 46 people went to jail and warrants were 
issued for two dozen more suspects. 

Detectives seized: 

16 kilograms of powder cocaine, 

25 pounds of Hydro-Marijuana, 

100 grams of crack cocaine, 16 firearms, 
$239,000 in cash and 23 vehicles. 

Detectives conducted six search warrants that culminated 
with a round up of the wanted suspects in late July. They 
will face a long list of charges including RICO, Conspiracy to 
Commit RICO, Trafficking in Cocaine and Conspiracy to Traffic 
in Cocaine. 


D2 Quad Officers 
Bryon Hoskins and 
Vince Leto executed 
a search warrant on 
a pot grow house. 

They found 25 pounds 
of marijuana and the 
suspects were charged 
with trafficking. 













Pat Pierce Coleman (1932-2008) 

- By Janelle McGregor 


Pat Pierce Coleman never boasted about being the first African- 
American woman to walk the Tampa Police beat or the department's 
first African-American female detective. Instead she used her 
accomplishments to encourage others to excel in life. 


"Miss Pat" or "Mama P" as she 
was referred to, was dedicated to law 
enforcement and helping the commu¬ 
nity. She took the oath to serve and 
protect in 1965 and evolved into a 
beacon of hope for the East Tampa 
community. She was recently honored 
at the department's 20th Black History 
Program, as one of the trailblazers. 

She drafted the blueprint to building 
a positive relationship between police 
and African-American citizens. 

A college graduate herself, she 
stressed to numerous young people 


in public housing the importance of 
education and overcoming barriers. 

She inspired them to set goals and 
strive for success. Many of those same 
youth have become prominent mem¬ 
bers of our community. 

On Friday, June 20, 2008 mem¬ 
bers of the law enforcement family and 
the community gathered to pay their 
final respects to a leader, a mentor and 
a pioneer. Patricia Pierce-Coleman will 
always be remembered through the 
history she made and her legacy will 
live on through the lives she's touched. 



She took the oath to serve and 
protect in 1965 and evolved 
into a beacon of hope for the 
East Tampa community. 
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7 knew he was in pain, and I knew he needed my help. 


Officer Tkach 


Officer Jay Tkach and his partner K-9 Bosco are a crime fighting team and criminals can't escape the long nose of the law. 


Sniffing Out Thugs and Drugs 

- By Andrea Davis 


Officer Jay Tkach says it was just 
another day at the office for him and 
his K-9 partner Bosco, but I think you'll 
agree that's an understatement. After 
a career criminal beat up his girlfriend 
so badly that her teeth were still in 
his fist, Bosco sunk his teeth into the 
violent criminal. It started with a foot 
chase. The 4-year-old German Shep¬ 
herd and Officer Tkach tracked down 
the felon who hid under a house. 


Without a second thought, Bosco dove 
under the house to catch the bad guy 
and that's when Officer Tkach heard 
a yelp. "I knew he was in pain, and I 
knew he needed my help." Officer 
Tkach had no idea if the suspect was 
armed, but he didn't hesitate. He was 
concerned about Bosco so he followed 
him into the dark crawl space. "Even 
though he is an animal, he's my partner 
and a part of my family. I have my 


police responsibilities, but I also have 
my personal responsibilities to my 
family member." Bosco undoubtedly 
would do the same for Officer Tkach. 
"He's the best partner anyone could 
have. Our bond is indescribable." It 
turned out that the bad guy grabbed 
Bosco and slammed him into a con¬ 
crete pole. Fortunately, Officers pulled 
the suspect out, handcuffed him and 
sent him to jail. 



A New Hound Hits The Ground 

- By Andrea Davis 


Thanks to M&l Bank, the Tampa 
Police Department has a new dog. 

Mattie, a bloodhound puppy, will 
be trained to track criminals and 
search for missing persons. 

She'll hit Tampa's streets in 
the next few months with 
her handler, Sgt. Eric Ward. 

In April, M&l Bank donated 
$8,000 to the Tampa Police 
Department and Hillsborough 
County Sheriff's K-9 Units. The Tampa 
Police Department used the money to purchase 
Mattie. Mattie is named after M&l's mascot. 
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'Gentlemen Angels' - By Janelle McGregor 


A straight drive west on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard took a turn for the worse when an intoxicated 
driver plowed into Master Patrol Officer Tara Edwards' 
police cruiser. The 18-year police veteran was testing 
the route to work from her new home when the 
unexpected occurred. 

The head on collision left Officer Edwards unable 
to move in the smoke filled patrol car. As she tried 
relentlessly to move her injured body out of the vehicle, 
two brave men appeared. Archie Thomas and Douglas 
Rand pried the door of her patrol car open and carried 
her to safety. In disbelief, they watched her cruiser 
explode into flames from across the street. Archie and 
Doug were truly in the right place at the right time. 

Officer Edwards suffered a broken wrist, nose, leg 
and kneecap and was hospitalized for several days. 
Bound to a hospital bed in agonizing pain, she insisted 
on meeting her "Gentlemen Angels," a name she 
affectionately coined for them. During a City Council 
session, she finally got a chance to personally meet 
Archie and Doug for the first time. The council recog¬ 
nized the men as outstanding citizens and Chief Steve 
Hogue awarded them each a Citizen's Medal of Appreci¬ 
ation, the most prestigious award a citizen can receive 
from the department. 

In tears, Officer Edwards hopped out of her wheel¬ 
chair to hug and thank the men who put their lives on 
the line for her. 



Above: Ofc. Tara Edwards meets the 
good Samaritans for the first time. 


Left: Ofc. Edwards patrol car 



Detective Hits Jackpot with Fraud Case 

- By Andrea Davis 


For six years, an employee of a Tampa business drained the company's 
checking account. He was gambling with more than his job when he filtered over 
a million dollars into his pockets from his employer, Quest Diagnostics. He was 
gambling with his freedom. After Detective Bob Baxter unraveled a complicated 
fraud case, this felon financer was arrested and pleaded guilty. He's now serving 
five years behind bars. 

It all started when Detective Baxter received a call from the Tampa laboratory. 
The suspect was the facilities manager and he was responsible for approving 
vendor invoices. But instead of submitting them to the corporate office for pay¬ 
ment, he submitted invoices for payment on behalf of fake companies; compa¬ 
nies he created. He would reflect in his expense reports that he had paid those 
invoices himself. He'd send an expense report, and Quest would pay him. He 
slipped up when the address of one of his fake companies was the entrance 
ramp to the Crosstown Expressway. Baxter laughed, "I was amused by it. He 
did some research on his addresses, but in this case picking that address was a 
mistake on his part." 

A fool and his pilfered money were soon parted when the suspect pleaded 
guilty to aggravated identity theft, wire fraud and mail fraud. 


"The underlying scheme involved was very creative, and to carry 
it off for six years was amazing," Baxter said. 
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Reverse 911 


If you live in the City of Tampa, you can register your non-published 
number or cell phone by visiting our Web site www.tampagov.net/police. 


The Tampa Police Department uses 
Reverse 911 to notify residents and 
businesses about a potential emergency 
in their neighborhood. This Community 
Notification System is a valuable tool for 
the department to alert citizens of "time 
critical" messages such as a missing child, 
search for a suspect of crime trends. If 
you have a non-published number, you 


may not be receiving important informa¬ 
tion from the Tampa Police Department. 

If you live within the City of Tampa, you 
can register your non-published number 
or cell phone by visiting our Web site 
www.tampagov.net/police. Click on the 
Reverse 911 icon on the right side of the 
screen and register your number. You can 
also register by calling 813.231.6184. 


14th Annual Memorial 
Run on October 11 th 


The There's 
still time to 
sign up for the 
Tampa Police 
Department's 
annual 5k and 
Ik Memorial 
Run that will 
take place October 11, 2008. 

The event honors TPD officers 
who have died in the line of 
duty and raises money for 
college scholarships for the 
children of TPD officers. Register 
at www.active.com. 



CONTENTO'S CORNER 


A Safe Home is 
a Happy Home 

- By Jim Contento 

Preventing crime in Tampa 
is an ongoing partnership 
between police officers and 
the citizens of our community. 
Together, we can make 
Tampa a safer city. 

There are some proactive measures 
you can take to make sure your home 
is protected from opportunistic burglars. 
First, never flaunt your valuables, the 
more valuables inside your house, the 
more burglars will be tempted to target 
your property. Residents can use light 
timers inside their home to create a 
"lived-in" look and create the perception 
that someone is at home. Also, never 
leave a message on your telephone 
answering machine telling people that 
you are away. It's also important to cre¬ 
ate a complete inventory of your valu¬ 
ables along with serial numbers, the 
make, model and photographs. 

This will help police identify your 
items for recovery if they are ever stolen 
This inventory is helpful for insurance 
purposes when you're a victim of theft 
or a natural disaster. You can download 
an "Operation Inventory" form from the 
Tampa Police Department's website. 
Additionally, citizens should engrave 
their driver's license number on valu- 




To get an "Operation 
Inventory" form, log onto 
www.tampagov.net/police 
Click on information 
resources then 
Operation Inventory. 

ables for easy identification. 

Remember to take steps to 
secure your vehicle and valuables 
inside as well. It only takes a thief 
20 seconds to break into your car 
and steal your valuables. In 
15 seconds, you can lock your 
items in the trunk, out of sight and 
prevent yourself from becoming 
a victim. 
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Adoption 

Announcement! 

By Sgt. Alan Draffin 

The Tampa Police Dive Team 
proudly announces our adoption of a 
bouncing baby boy manatee named 
"Jemp." Back in May, members of 
the Dive Team assisted a distressed 
manatee in McKay Bay, which received 
some coverage from local news media. 
The "Save the Manatee Club" appar¬ 
ently saw the news reports and wanted 
to show their "deepest gratitude" 
by bestowing upon us an honorary 
adoption of a local wayward manatee 
named "Jemp." 

Now, personally I've never had 
a child, but I was immediately over¬ 
whelmed with the parental responsibili¬ 
ties. How much to put away in a col¬ 
lege fund, what is the proper allowance 
for a manatee, what time to set a 
curfew, when to have that "birds and 
bees" or "fishes and seahorses" talk 
with young Jemp. Hopefully all of the 
members of the Dive Team will set 
proper examples for Jemp. If we accept 
a portion of the responsibility, we will 


raise him to be a good and proper 
member of our marine society. We 
want to share this adoption with 
all of the members of the Tampa Police 
Department and the community and 
hope that everyone will keep a sharp 
lookout for our young ward, Jemp. 
Remember that it does take a (seaside) 
village to raise a manatee. 


We want to share this 
adoption with all of the 
members of the Tampa Police 
Department and the community 
and hope that everyone will 
keep a sharp lookout for our 
young ward, Jemp. 


Police Athletic League Helps Keep Children Busy During the Summer 

With the continued support of the Tampa Police 
Department, the Police Athletic League was able to 
keep 160 at risk children busy this summer with safe, 
athletic and educational programs. 

Below: SRO Ricky Wade plays with kids during a 
kickball competition. 

Right: SRO Lawrence White keeping the kids cool on 
the playground 
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Veteran Cop Skates to the Aide of International Dignitary 

- By Sgt. Rick Ubinas 


When the President of the Republic of 
Estonia, H.E. Toomas Hendrik lives and First 
Lady Mrs. Evelin Lives, visited Tampa in April, 
the US Secret Service came to the Tampa 
Police Department with a special request. The 
special agent in charge of the protective detail 
asked for a skater. Specifically, the detail 
leader asked for an officer with nerves of steel, 
calm and collected under pressure, a crack 
shot with the service pistol, proficient in hand- 
to-hand combat and the ability to skate like 
a swan. 

Now, I've been around dignitary protec¬ 
tion details for quite some time and have also 
been involved with a variety of homeland 
security and Department of Defense projects, 
so I've picked up on most of the lingo. I've 
come to know that DHS and DOD really love 
the acronyms and pseudonyms and any other 
-nyms. Whenever they throw one out that I 
hadn't heard, I know to just nod my head in 
agreement and move out. During this particu¬ 
lar briefing I assumed the word "skater" was 
an OPSEC (operational security) pseudonym 
for a special assignment, perhaps a mobile 
sniper team, a counter vehicle ambush post 
or a similar high-speed low-drag position. 

Wrong- what I found out later (when I 
finally broke down and asked) was that the 


SPECIAL REQUEST: 

"...AN OFFICSR WITH NERVES OF 
STEEL CALM AN? COLLSCTSP 
LINGER PRESSURE, A CRACK 
SHOT WITH THE SERVICE PISTOL 
PROFICISNT IN HANP-TO-HANP 
COMBAT AN? THE ABILITY TO 
SKATS LIKE A SWAN." 


Secret Service really did need a skater, an offi¬ 
cer who could in-line skate alongside the First 
Lady of Estonia. I would imagine this would be 
a tough find for any other police department, 
but not for TPD. That's where MPO Roy Paz 
enters the picture. He's a member of the Spe¬ 
cial Incident Management Unit who just hap¬ 
pens to be a champion competitive speed 
skater and speed skating coach. MPO Paz 
recently won first place in the USA Roller 
Sports Southern Regional Championships and 
qualified for the National Championship later 
this year in Lincoln, Nebraska. He was obvi¬ 
ously the right man for the job. 

On a breezy, comfortable April morning, 
MPO Paz set out with the First Lady as she 


skated the full 12-mile round trip length of 
Bayshore Boulevard. As the Secret Service 
followed behind in a rented van, MPO Paz 
and the First Lady enjoyed the brisk skate and 
a nice conversation. TPD's own veteran skater 
was able to answer the First lady's skating 
questions and provide tips and advice on 
improving her skating. 

Upon her return to Estonia, the First Lady 
has traded several emails with MPO Paz 
requesting photos of the outing and thanking 
him repeatedly for a "wonderful morning". 
The First Lady also asked MPO Paz several 
more questions regarding improving her 
skating technique and where to shop for the 
skates and accessories recommended by 
MPO Paz. 

In the final analysis, the Tampa Police 
Department was able to provide a unique 
protection asset to the local office of the 
Secret Service that bears the awesome 
responsibility of providing security and 
protection of all foreign heads of state and 
their families while visiting the United States. 
MPO Paz is commended for volunteering 
to provide a degree of personal protection 
for the President and First Lady of Estonia 
that the Secret Service couldn't accomplish 
without him. 










TPD Print Examiner Earns 
International Honor 

- By Jim Contento 

Only 834 of them exist in the world 
and only half the applicants that take the 
test actually pass. These individuals are 
Certified Latent Fingerprint Examiners 
and now the Tampa Police Department's 
Chuck Simmons has joined this elite 
group. He is the department's first Latent 
Print Examiner to earn a certification from 
the prestigious International Association 
for Identification, IAI. The organization is 
known for its high standards in forensic 
excellence. 

The IAI affiliation will enhance the 
wealth of knowledge Chuck already 
brings to the department. Members 
receive access to cutting edge techniques 
and products used to solve crimes. 

This valuable information will boost the 
Forensic Investigation Unit's ability to help 
police track down criminals and keep 
citizens safe. 

Chuck started out with the depart¬ 
ment as a Communications Dispatcher, 
but quickly traded taking calls for respond¬ 
ing to them. He spent 17 years as a Crime 
Scene Technician and was promoted to 
Latent Fingerprint Specialist in 2006. 



This valuable information will boost the 
Forensic Investigation Unit's ability to help police 
track down criminals and keep citizens safe. 


Flugtag Flies 
Into Town 

- By Laura McElroy 


More than a 100,000 
people turned out to watch 
Flugtag fly into Tampa-that 
doubled the initial crowd 
estimate. So the department's 
veteran event planners flew 
into action to handle the 
record crowd. Besides a few 
traffic tie-ups, it was smooth 
sailing. There were no major 
incidents and only five misde¬ 
meanor arrests. The Marine 
Patrol had to fish a handful 
of overheated spectators out 
of Tampa Bay, but no one 
was injured. 


























Citizens and Cops Join Hands for 25th 

- By Janelle McGregor 


Tampa residents didn't let bad 
weather rain on their parade. They 
turned out in numbers to support 
the police department and cele¬ 
brate National Night Out. From 
small community pot luck dinners 
to large district-wide festivals, cops 
and citizens got to know each other 
better. While they talked about 
keeping the neighborhoods safe, 
children learned what the police 
use to catch criminals. Officers 
from the K-9 unit, mounted patrol 
and air service did demonstrations 
on how their specialties help solve 
crimes. Officers introduced neigh¬ 
borhood teens to the Explorer 
program that lets kids get a behind- 
the-scenes look at police work. 


"People get 
a chance to 
see police 
equipment 
up close and 
personal" 

- Christie 
Hess, Crime 
Awareness Chairperson for 
Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood 
Association 

Above: Christie Hess stands with Lieutenant 
Jill Kwiatkowski at the Ola & Henry Park event 

This year, several neighbor¬ 
hoods joined together at fewer 
locations for the special night 
against crime. The centralization 
enabled the police department to 


share resources with more citizens 
than in the past. Neighborhood 
Watch Coordinator, Christie Hess, 
described it as "A great way for 
neighbors to meet neighbors in 
a festive atmosphere." 

The strong partnership between 
citizens and police has helped 
reduce crime significantly in our 
city. The growing neighborhood 
watch groups are literally the eyes 
and ears in the community. Nation¬ 
al Night Out is a special time to 
commemorate this success and to 
remind criminals that neighbors are 
supporting police... rain or shine. 

For more information on how 
you can become an active Neigh¬ 
borhood Watch Group member 




We get to know the officers in the area and talk to 
them face to face" — Helen Thompson, Former North 
Bon Air Neighborhood Watch Group Coordinator 

Below Left: Helen Thompson hosts a Pot Luck Dinner 
for her association to meet and eat with officers. 










Annual National Night Out 


"It's an awareness for 
those not in neighborhood 
watch that there are neigh¬ 
bors working for the overall 
improvement of the commu 
nity." - Evangeline Best, 
East Tampa Community 
Revitalization Partnership 
Chairperson 


please contact your district Neighbor¬ 
hood Affairs Liaison: 

District 1: Maryanne Hunsberger 
(813) 354-6692 

maryanne.hunsberger@tampagov.net 

District 2: Lisa Timmer 
(813) 931-6541 
lisa.timmer@tampagov.net 

District 3: Ofc. Jason DeGagne 
(813) 242-3810 
jason.degagne@tampagov.net 


"I like that you can ask questions 
and really find out what's going 
on in the community" 

— Gloria Smart, 16-year 
Neighborhood Watch Member 
Below: MPO Steve Barber hands 
Gloria Smart his business card during 
the National Night Out event 


Photos by Ofc. Dan McDonald 











Promotions 

Tampa Police Department Promotes 15 of its Finest on July 13, 2008 



Lieutenant (l-r) 

Keith O'Connor has served 14 years with the depart¬ 
ment. He spent six years as a Field Training Officer 
and the last five years as a supervisor of a QUAD 
Squad, Quick Uniform Attack on Drugs. 



Sergeant (l-r) 

John Haggart and Patrick Gray 
Not pictured: Yvette Flynn 


David Goodman is an 18-year veteran who has served 
in Patrol and Community Affairs. He has also worked 
as a Sergeant in charge of School Resource Officers 
and Economic Crimes Detectives. 



Corporal/Detective (l-r): 

Back row: Leslie Richardson, Mike Maziarz, Jason Dillaha, Mike Hutner, Patrick Kennedy, Chief Steve Hogue 
Front Row: Carlos Rodriguez, Steve Prebich, Kelley Wilkinson, Edward Croissant Not pictured: Felicia Pecora 
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New Reserve Officers 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★ 

Back Row (I to r) Sean Mason ; Michael Hartnett, 

Lon Clark, Robert McCarthy, Ed Clancy 

Front Row (I to r) Suzanne Mortensen, Bryan Mitchell, 
David Miller, Tobin Myers, Jay Hollman, Mark Villa 


Back Row (l-r) Jeremy Yeomans, Richard Lehr, Abe Carmack, Jordan Russel, Robert Clothier and Curtis Williams. 
Front Row (l-r) Edwin Perez, Jose Hernandez, Hugo Castillo, Jason Green, John Gustafson and Jason Fortney. 
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New TPD Officers 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 


The Tampa Police Department would like to welcome its newest officers sworn in June '08. 


Eicnoni \nu r Ainu iuitv aai ■ 


Diana Hall, Communications Training Coordinator 
Tammie Bishop, Communications Supervisor 1 
Robin Bridges, Communications Supervisor 1 


Communications (l-r): 











RETIREMENTS AND NEW OFFICERS 


Retiring Officers/Civilians 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 



Detective 
James 
Bartoszak 
28 years 



Detective 
Fred Naranjo 
26 years 



Detective Detective 

Rocky Pasquino ★ Leon Green 
26 years 25 years 




Photo Lab 
Technician 
Freddie Lamar 
18 years 



Sergeant Master Patrol 

Kevin Howell ★ Officer 

14 years Jim Caswell 

13 years 


★ 



Flight Officer 
James Williams 
13 years 



Forensic 
Investigation 
Unit Manager 
Jack Waters 
11 years 


Sergeant 
Carson Helms 
30 years 


— No Photo Available - 

Master Patrol Officer 
Fred Gennille 
24 years 


Master Patrol Officer 
John Armao 
19 years 


Master Patrol Officer 
Milton Deschler 
25 years 


Detective Master Patrol Officer 

Ernesto Leon Michael Spirk 

25 years 21 years 





Join Tampa 

Police Chief Steve Hogue for 
"On Duty with the Tampa 
Police Department" 

Sundays at 8 p.m., Tuesdays at 5 p.m., 
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. and 
Fridays at 10:30 a.m. 

Brighthouse Channel 615, Verizon Channel 15 

Watch the men and women of TPD in 
action as they track down criminals 
and work with citizens 
to make our city safer. 







































DIVISION AWARDS 


DISTRICT 1 
April 
May 
June 


Officer of the Month Catch of the Month 

Ofc. Arthur "Buddy" Gray Ofc. Thomas Mayo 

Ofc. Selser Pickett Ofc. Brett Owen & Ofc. Bill Logan 

Det. Carlos Navarro CpI. David Watt & Ofc. Greg Cotner 


DISTRICT 2 

April 

May 

June 


Officer of the Month 

Ofc. Weldon "Chase" Harrison 

MPO Michael "Jake" Jacobson 

MPO Brian Gentry 


Catch of the Month 

Ofc. Michael Hutner & Ofc. Jeffrey Nixon 

MPO Jerry "Rusty" Barrow and 

Ofc. Jason Lindemann 

MPO Nicholas Heron & MPO Paul Scott 


DISTRICT 3 
April 
May 
June 


Leadership 

April 

May 

June 


Officer of the Month 
Ofc. Timothy Gaddis 
Ofc. Leslie Richardson 
MPO Michael Rivera and 
CpI. Kelley Wilkinson 


Lt. Bill Ferguson 
CpI. Susan Cannon 
CpI. LaJoyce Houston 


Catch of the Month 
Ofc. John Miller 
MPO David Torres 

Ofc. William Dill and Ofc. Wayne Easley 



CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION 

April Det. Ricardo Velez and Peter Charbonneau 

May Det. Lela Davis 

June Det. Randy Peters 


COMMUNICATIONS 
April Karen Brower 

May Will Hohn 

June Kelley Madsen 



NORTH TAMPA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
2nd Quarter 2008 - Ofc. Amy Jones 


NEW TAMPA OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
Detective Bob Baxter 


OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
MPO Scott Bruce 



North Tampa Chamber 
of Commerce named 
MPO Scott Bruce Officer 
of the Year at a recent 
ceremony. He's pictured 
here with the Deputy 
of the Year and Marie 
Petresky, Associate 
Director of the NTCC. 
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Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



April 2008 
Susan Delage 


After several kick-in burglaries and 
robberies, District 2 Latent Fingerprint 
Specialist Susan Delage's quick actions 
were critical in solving these cases. 

One of the crimes was a New Tampa 
Home Invasion. A 10-year-old boy was 
home alone and hid under a bed while 
the suspects robbed his house. Detec¬ 
tives had no leads or witnesses other 
than the prints recovered during the 
investigation. Realizing the urgency of 
the crime, Susan worked feverishly and 
was able to identify one of the suspects 
through a single print that he left 
behind. This was the evidence crucial 
to building the probable cause for the 
arrest and successful prosecution in 
this case. 

The second case was a string of 
kick-in burglaries in District 1 and 
District 2. In these crimes, the suspects 
took guns from the victim's homes. 
Knowing how important it was to find 
these now armed suspects, Susan 
immediately began analyzing the 
prints left at the scene and was able 
to identify one of the suspects. He 
was a habitual juvenile offender and 
was linked to several other similar 
crimes. Officers caught him in the 
act at a home in Hillsborough County 
where he was committing another 
kick-in burglary. 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



April 2008 

Detective Ronald Phifer 

Since Detective Ronald Phifer took 
over the Juvenile Offender Program, 
District 3 has experienced crime reduc¬ 
tion greater than 20 percent each 
month. The success of the program is 
due to Detective Phifer's daily contact 
with patrol squads and organization of 
the juvenile check list. 

Detective Ronald Phifer came to the 
position in July 2007 with an open 
mind and completely revamped the way 
patrol officers received information on 
probationary juvenile offenders. He con¬ 
ducted meetings with supervisors from 
the Department of Juvenile Justice and 
the State Attorney's Office to coordinate 
the flow of information and create a 
cooperative atmosphere between the 
agencies. Detective Phifer now commu¬ 
nicates daily with members of both 
agencies that sometimes even seek the 
department's assistance with problem 
juveniles. 

The juvenile checklist Detective 
Phifer created is a crucial element in the 
success of the program. He updates 
the list daily to ensure patrol officers are 
monitoring juveniles who continue to 
commit crimes while on probation. He 
keeps the list of juvenile offenders to a 
manageable length everyday so officers 
can focus on problem juveniles. This 
delivery of information has promoted 
tremendous participation by patrol and 
Street Anti-Crime (SAC) officers due to 
constant interaction and feed back with 
detectives in a team effort to reduce 
crime. 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



May 2008 

Leigh Ann Caballero 

Leigh Ann Caballero is a committed 
employee who will do whatever it takes 
to get the job done. She proved this 
when she took on the Extra Duty and 
Fleet Services Coordinator assignment 
and successfully turned the unit into 
a productive, efficient portion of the 
Police Department. 

When Leigh Ann arrived in the 
Extra-Duty Coordinator position in April 
2006, she was immediately tasked 
with overseeing Fleet Services. She 
embraced her new assignment by 
streamlining the work and creating a 
positive atmosphere for the Extra-Duty 
customers and employees. Over the 
past year, her unit was under staffed, 
but Leigh Ann managed to maintain 
an outstanding level of service especially 
during a demanding special events 
season. 

Ms. Caballero joined the Police 
Department in 2002 and is an out¬ 
standing employee who has the 
courage to challenge the norms to 
create a belter environment for both 
the customers and employees. 
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D E PARTME NT AWARDS 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



May 2008 

Detective Richard Moody 

Detective Richard Moody's initiative 
and effective interview techniques have 
played an instrumental part in reducing 
District 1 's crime by ending a South 
Tampa crime spree and closing numer¬ 
ous cases. 

Detective Moody noticed a crime 
pattern forming when 15 parked cars 
were vandalized in South Tampa. He 
immediately took an active role in the 
investigation and his experience and 
professional relationship with several 
citizens quickly led him to four sus¬ 
pects. They could not escape Detective 
Moody's sharp interview techniques 
and they all confessed to crimes in 
seven of the cases. Detective Moody 
displayed a great deal of determination 
and quality latent investigation to suc¬ 
cessfully end this crime spree and give 
needed relief to South Tampa residents. 

In another case, Detective Moody 
was assigned what appeared to be a 
simple battery on a juvenile by an 
unknown adult. Again, utilizing his 
tenacity and superior interviewing skills, 
he discovered that a more serious 
offense occurred and identified the 
suspect. During a recorded phone 
call, he was able to prove that a local 
business owner hired the suspect to 
commit the crime for personal reasons. 
Detective Moody interviewed the busi¬ 
ness owner and obtained a confession 
from him. Even though at first this 
case did not seem out of the ordinary, 
Detective Moody still conducted a 
thorough investigation which displayed 
his commitment to crime reduction. 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



June 2008 
Richard Metz 


The recent work of Rick Metz 
allows patrol officers to access more 
information faster through their newly 
automated MDT's and DIL manage¬ 
ment reports. 

Rick designed, developed, and 
deployed the Alerts and List Manager 
application. It gives supervisors in the 
field the ability to post alerts or lists to 
the 1-Net so that they are immediately 
available to every officer on their MDT. 

He also automated the Daily 
Incident Log to speed up the flow of 
information and to keep supervisors 
on the streets instead of in the office. 
Sergeants can now document the 
incidents from their MDTs without 
having to return to the district. 

Rick worked closely with upper staff 
to convert a document of 90 Special 
Operations officers into a web based 
application that captures time and activ¬ 
ities quickly. This application makes it 
much easier for those officers to accu¬ 
rately capture their time, reducing hours 
of data entry. Next, he created Copper 
reports for the Special Operations man¬ 
agement to show how their resources 
were dividing their time among the 
three districts. These reports have 
been very valuable in realigning 
resources to maximize assistance to the 
districts in resolving specific problems. 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



June 2008 

Officer Weldon Harrison 

Officer Weldon "Chase" Harrison's 
commitment to proactive patrol in his 
area lead to the recovery of over a 
$100,000 worth of stolen jewelry and 
kept a local jewelry store from going 
out of business. 

Officer Harrison was checking the 
front doors of businesses in a strip mall 
when a barking dog alerted him to two 
males walking briskly nearby. The suspi¬ 
cious individuals tried to flee on foot, 
but Harrison successfully stopped one 
of them. The caught suspect was 
sweating profusely and could not give 
Harrison a reasonable explanation why 
he was in the area at 2:14am. When 
backup arrived, Officer Harrison trans¬ 
ported the suspect to his hotel room 
to get his identification card. The offi¬ 
cers received permission to search the 
room and found a nylon bag containing 
over 600 pieces of gold jewelry. The 
suspect claimed he did not know any¬ 
thing about the jewelry. Officer Harrison 
seized it as found property and had no 
choice but to release the suspect after 
being fingerprinted. 

The next morning the owners of 
Thanh Thanh Jewelry reported their 
entire inventory stolen. A latent investi¬ 
gation revealed that the jewelry Officer 
Harrison seized the previous evening 
belonged to the store. The suspect is 
currently wanted for this burglary as 
well as for similar crimes in several 
states. 
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The first-place winner, 
Alan Pinzon, said he 
wanted to make the 
police look heroic, 
because that's basically 
what they are. "They're 
heroes. Everyday 
heroes," he said. 


Chamberlain High School 

- By Heather Hartzner 

A German philosopher, Friedrich 
Nietzsche, once said, "The essence of all 
beautiful art, all great art, is gratitude." To 
show their own appreciation, Chamber- 
lain High School students participated in 
an art competition celebrating National 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Month. 

Art students from the high school 
visited District 2 and met with some of 
the officers to try and get a feel for police 
work. The students used their experi¬ 
ence at the station to best portray their 
views of law enforcement. The lobby 
was designed specifically to display art. 
Captain John Newman coordinated the 
effort, "The architect utilized the lobby as 
a place for public art, and the art muse¬ 
um provided us with metal boards to 


TPD Art Competition 


display the art." 

Having the students' art on display 
is a great way to build a partnership 
between the police department 
and students. This partnership is to 
become an annual event hopefully 
reaching out to other students and 
other districts. There are plans in 
place for another contest for the new 
school year. 

Four projects were chosen for 
display. The first-placed winner, Alan 
Pinzon, said he wanted to make 
the police look heroic, because that's 
basically what they are. "They're 
heroes. Everyday heroes," he said. 

The winning art is displayed at 
District 2 Headquarters. 


Party In 
The Park 

Party in the Park 
culminated in East 
Tampa with approximately 
1,000 attendees. It was 
one of three events held 
throughout the Summer 
to unite citizens with 
police and other city 
departments. 
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www,tampabayfederal,com 


Tom pa Say Federal serves all of Tampa Bay 
As a City of Tampa employee, you can take 
advantage of Tampa Bay Federal's valuable 
products and services! 
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Officer Didn't Beat Around the Bush 

- By Andrea Davis 

Four repeat juvenile offenders thought they were home 
free after District 2 Officer Kristin Molina's juvenile check. 

The 13-year-olds are on home detention for dozens of 
felonies such as burglary and grand theft auto. By law they 
are required to be home because of their previous felony 
convictions. 


— i 4 — 

Not even 15 minutes after 
Officer Molina checked on them, 
she heard a call over the radio about 
some kids breaking into a home. 

— f % — 


Fall 2008 Volume 2, Issue 4 

Tampa Police Department 

411 N. Franklin St., Tampa, FL 33602 

The mission of the Tampa Police 
Department is to reduce crime and 
enhance the quality of life through a 
cooperative partnership with all citizens. 

★ ★ ★ 

This edition of Signal 14 is produced 
quarterly by your Public Information Office: 

Laura McElroy, Andrea Davis, 
and Janelle McGregor 
Cover Photo: 

Ofc. Dan McDonald 


The alert citizen who called 911 described the kids 
breaking into her neighbor's home. Officer Molina recognized 
the description of the juveniles she has just paid a visit. She 
quickly got on the radio and let all of the units know where 
they lived in case they ran home after the burglary. Once 
she and another officer arrived on the scene, they found the 
kid crooks hiding in the shrubs. Officer Molina's focus and 
attention to detail helped catch four burglars in the act. Her 
rapport with the kids paid off. They ended up confessing to 
the crime. 


Important Numbers 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 

General Information. 

.(813) 276-3200 

Non-Emergency Dispatch 
.(813) 231-6130 

District 1.(813) 354-6600 


Badge Bowl Nov. 22 

The There's still time to sign up for the Tampa 
Police Department's annual 5k and 1 k Memorial Run 
that will take place October 11,2008. The event 
honors TPD officers who have died in the line of duty 
and raises money for college scholarships for the 
children of TPD officers. Register at www.active.com. 

Don't miss Badge Bowl 2008 when Tampa Police 
try to win back the Badge Bowl Championship title. 
Watch the Tampa Police "Gladiators" battle Tampa 
Fire Rescue "Firestorm" on November 22. 


District 2.(813) 931-6500 


District 3.(813) 242-3800 


Information/Switchboard 
.(813) 276-3200 




















